
What Every First-Time Traveler Should 
Know Before Visiting Cambodia 
Planning your first trip to Cambodia is an exciting adventure filled with ancient temples, rich 
culture, and welcoming locals. From the majestic Angkor Wat to bustling Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia offers a unique blend of history, nature, and authenticity. But before you pack your 
bags and hop on a flight, there are a few things every first-time traveler should know to ensure a 
smooth and memorable journey. 

1. Understand the Visa Process 

One of the first steps in your travel planning should be securing your entry authorization. Most 
travelers can apply through the Cambodia eVisa online system, which is convenient and 
time-saving. It allows you to complete the entire application process from home, upload required 
documents, and receive your visa electronically. Make sure to apply in advance and 
double-check your details to avoid delays. 

First-time travelers often make small errors that can cause unnecessary complications. Being 
aware of common Cambodia visa mistakes—like submitting incorrect passport details, using 
outdated photos, or choosing the wrong visa type—can save you from entry issues upon arrival. 
It’s crucial to review all information carefully before submitting the application. 

2. Respect Local Culture and Customs 

Cambodian culture is deeply influenced by Buddhism, and respect is highly valued. When 
visiting temples, dress modestly—cover shoulders and knees—and always remove your shoes 
before entering sacred spaces. Showing respect to monks, avoiding loud conversations in 
religious areas, and greeting locals with a traditional Sampeah (placing hands together in 
prayer-like fashion) will go a long way in building positive interactions. 

Understanding cultural etiquette not only enriches your travel experience but also ensures that 
you leave a positive impression as a respectful guest in someone else’s homeland. 

3. Choose the Right Season 

Cambodia has a tropical climate with two main seasons: dry and wet. The dry season, which 
typically brings cooler weather and clear skies, is ideal for sightseeing and temple tours. 
However, the wet season also has its charm—lush landscapes, fewer crowds, and lower travel 
costs. Whichever time you choose, plan accordingly with appropriate clothing, sunscreen, and 
insect repellent. 

https://www.cambodian-visa.org/mistakes-to-avoid-when-applying-for-a-cambodia-e-visa


Packing light but smart is essential. Comfortable walking shoes, breathable clothing, and a 
good-quality backpack can make a big difference during long days of exploring historical sites. 

4. Currency and Payments 

While Cambodia has its own currency, US dollars are widely accepted throughout the country. 
It’s common to receive small change in the local currency, especially in rural areas or small 
shops. Always carry smaller denominations to make transactions easier, particularly when using 
tuk-tuks or shopping in markets. 

Credit cards are accepted in larger establishments, but cash is king in most parts of Cambodia. 
Keep your money in a secure travel pouch and avoid displaying large amounts in public. 

5. Local Transportation Tips 

Getting around in Cambodia is relatively easy, but first-timers should know what to expect. 
Tuk-tuks are a popular and inexpensive mode of transport, especially for short distances. 
Always agree on the fare before starting your ride. For longer journeys between cities, buses 
and minivans are common and affordable. 

Many travelers also rent bicycles or scooters, particularly in places like Siem Reap, to explore at 
their own pace. Just make sure you’re comfortable with local traffic patterns, which can be 
chaotic at times. 

6. Stay Connected and Safe 

SIM cards and mobile data are inexpensive and widely available. Getting a local SIM helps you 
stay connected for navigation, communication, and translation apps. While Cambodia is 
generally safe for tourists, petty theft can occur, especially in crowded places. Keep your 
valuables secure and be cautious with your belongings in markets or busy streets. 

When exploring remote areas or planning trekking trips, always let someone know your itinerary. 
Staying aware of your surroundings and trusting your instincts are essential for a safe and 
enjoyable trip. 

7. Health and Hygiene Considerations 

It’s wise to carry a basic travel health kit with items like hand sanitizer, mosquito repellent, and 
common medications. Avoid drinking tap water—stick to bottled or filtered water, and be 
cautious when trying street food for the first time. 

If you have dietary restrictions, research in advance or learn basic food-related phrases in 
Khmer to communicate your needs clearly. 



Final Thoughts 

Traveling to Cambodia for the first time can be an enriching and unforgettable experience. From 
the awe-inspiring temples to the warmth of the people, it’s a destination that touches the heart. 
But it all starts with smart planning. Use the Cambodia eVisa online system to simplify your 
entry process, and stay vigilant to avoid common Cambodia visa mistakes. 

By respecting local culture, preparing well, and keeping an open mind, you’ll be setting yourself 
up for a truly memorable Cambodian adventure. 

 

https://www.cambodian-visa.org/visa
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